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Better Parenting

Chocolate Changes

Warm chocolate until it softens, then cool it until it becomes firm again.

Helps Your Child Grow

Scientific Inquiry
Observing chocolate soften when warm and harden when cool gives your child direct evidence
that temperature can change a material’s state.

Vocabulary

Connecting words such as “melt,” “soft,” and “hard” with the changes they observe gives your
child meaningful practice describing a scientific experience.

Steps
« Your child’s questions about everyday changes are a starting point for scientific exploration.
« When eating chocolate, they may notice it becoming soft and messy in a warm hand.
» Asyou clean up, say, “The chocolate is melting.” Your child may ask what “melting” means.

» Explain simply: “Melting is when something solid becomes soft or liquid as it gets warmer. Your hand is
warm, so the chocolate begins to melt.”

« Test the idea by placing a small bowl! of chocolate into warm water and watching it soften.
* Next, put the bowl in the refrigerator and check later to see whether the chocolate feels cool and firm again.

» If a pale coating appears after chilling, treat it as a new question and look for the answer together.

Tips

*  When you do not know an answer, look it up or ask an Al assistant, then explain what you find in language
your child can understand.

Observations

Compares the two states and says that the chocolate melted and became soft

Asks what “melting” means
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